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Kids
Bucket List

thIngS 
to Do❿ 

... on the East End 
before you turn 10

Fishing at Shinnecock Inlet jetty In Hampton Bays.
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‘The days are long, 
but the years go by fast.’

That tidbit is often shared with sleep-deprived parents 

whenever they’re about to lose their minds, usually when 

their fleeting patience is further tested by a colicky and 

restless newborn, a messy and mischievous toddler, or 

one particularly brassy and sassy 7-year-old. 

It’s a reminder that no matter how bad things are—and 

your fellow parents understand all too well the challenge 

of staying sane while cleaning up puke, corralling 

screaming toddlers, and fighting the urge to put Little 

Miss Sassy up for adoption—they will not go on forever.

It also means the clock is already ticking when it comes 

to cool places to take your child, and the fun activities 

you can enjoy together, before your single-digit cutie 

transforms into a pre-teen nightmare.

Here are 10 things to do in the Hamptons before your 

children turn 10, so throw some extra snacks in a travel 

bag, top off the gas tank, and hit the road! ➲

checK oUt the 
cooL StUff At the 
chILDRen’S MUSeUM  
of the eASt enD

376 Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike, 
Bridgehampton

thIngS to Do: Enjoy an assortment 
of hands-on exhibits and educational 
programming, as well as special events.

hoURS: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., six days a 
week; closed Tuesdays.

coSt: $12 for children and adults; free 
for members.

This is a must-stop if you’ve never 
been, and an always-reliable option 
on rainy days. The museum boasts 
an assortment of interactive exhibits 
that will engage even the most finicky 
and fussy of visitors, and provides 
plenty of eye candy—courtesy of its 
uniquely designed displays, which 
include a seafaring ship and a nine-
hole miniature golf course—to stimulate 
the senses without the introduction 
of unwanted caffeine (for the younger 
set—drink as many cappuccinos as 
necessary if you’re an adult). There 
are also art classes and exhibits, fun 
workshops, summer kids clubs, and so 
on.

❶

SPenD An AfteRnoon 
At BRIDge gARDenS
36 Mitchell Lane, Bridgehampton

thIngS to Do: Watch birds, study 
and photograph nature, learn about 
gardening.

hoURS: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., seven days 
a week.

coSt: Free daily admission.

The perfect place to unplug while 
making your children do the same 
from their iPads. A relaxing destination 
featuring an assortment of perennial 
and annual flowers and shrubs, Bridge 
Gardens serves as a multi-purpose 
outdoor classroom, offering interactive 
workshops on sustainable gardening. 
The 5-acre park, under the stewardship 
of the Peconic Land Trust, is exactly 
what it is advertised to be: a gem in the 
heart of Bridgehampton.

❹

toUR (oR tAKe A 
PAIntIng cLASS At) the 
MADoo conSeRvAncy 
In SAgAPonAcK

618 Sagg Main Street, Sagaponack

thIngS to Do: Tour the garden’s 
unique grounds, sign up for a painting 
workshop.

hoURS: Garden is open every Friday 
and Saturday, from noon to 4 p.m., 
from May 15 through Columbus Day 
weekend. Private tours can be arranged 
at other times.

coSt: Admission is free. Painting 
workshop fees vary. 

Though established in 1967 by 
artist, writer and gardener Robert 
Dash, the Madoo Conservancy did 
not open its doors to the public until 
1994. Caretakers have made up 
for that lost time by offering visitors 
access to intricately manicured and 
impressive gardens with designs 
inspired by Tudor, Renaissance, Greek 
and Asian influences. The inspiration 
of the founding artist is apparent in 
all sections of the 2-acre property, 
considered by many to be one of the 
hidden gems of the Hamptons.

❸

by
frank s.
costanza

hAnD oUt fReeBIeS At 
the DUcK PonD In eASt 
hAMPton
David’s Lane, East Hampton

thIngS to Do: Bring ample supplies 
of cracked corn—NOT bread—and feed 
the fowl.

hoURS: Whenever you want, though 
it’s probably best to stop by during 
daylight hours.

coSt: Free (not counting cracked corn 
investment).

Home to arguably the best-fed ducks 
on the East End, the East Hampton 
Duck Pond is a must-stop for those with 
children who enjoy close encounters 
with the fowl kind. Visitors are 
encouraged to bring ample supplies of 
cracked corn, and skip on the bread 
(the latter is not good for ducks), or risk 
upsetting the feathered masses. There’s 
also a nearby walking trail that can be 
explored. You might even get a glimpse 
of the resident muskrat.

❷
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24 PAY A VISIT TO LONG 
ISLAND’S MOST FAMOUS 
WATERFOWL: THE BIG 
DUCK

1012 Flanders Road, Flanders

THINGS TO DO: Take silly selfies with 
a national landmark, purchase duck 
memorabilia from the shop that’s built 
inside the duck itself.

HOURS: Big Duck store hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days a week. 

COST: Free. (Not counting purchased 
memorabilia.)

No, your children aren’t going to care 
that the 20-foot-tall Big Duck dates back 
to 1931, when Riverhead duck farmers 
Martin and Jeule Maurer commissioned 
its construction to help sell their Pekin 
ducks to passing motorists. And, most 
likely, your kids won’t be wowed upon 
learning that the Big Duck’s eyes 
are fashioned from a pair of Model-T 
taillights. But they will enjoy touching 
its unusual exterior, touring and taking 
home a souvenir from the gift shop, and 
having their photo taken alongside the 
region’s most famous landmark. The 
annual holiday lighting—when Suffolk 
County decks the Big Duck with garland 
and colorful lights—is a must-attend 
event that’s held the first Wednesday 
after Thanksgiving.

A LITTLE-KNOWN FACT: All 
children adore ducks.

A BETTER-KNOWN FACT: 
Bigger is BETTER is a rule among 
children.

�
SPEND THE DAY AT THE 
ELIZABETH A. MORTON 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE

2595 Noyac Road, Sag Harbor

THINGS TO DO: Hike self-guided 
trails, hand-feed the chickadees, 
walk on the beach, watch for birds, 
photograph nature, celebrate life in the 
sun (and in the rain).

HOURS: Opens 30 minutes before 
sunrise and closes 30 minutes after 
sunset.

COST: Varies. Starts at $2 per person, 
and $4 per vehicle.

The 187-acre Elizabeth A. Morton 
National Wildlife Refuge offers one of 
the South Fork’s best vistas thanks to 
its location: a peninsula overlooking 
Noyac and Little Peconic bays. It 
boasts an assortment of habitats, 
from upland forests and fields to salt 
marshes and rocky beaches, that 
attract a variety of wildlife, including 
osprey, green frogs, piping plovers, 
sea turtles, wild turkeys and more. Your 
kids will squeal with delight the first 
time a hungry black-capped chickadee 
lands on their outstretched hand that’s 
holding birdseed. The refuge’s unofficial 
motto—“Take only pictures, leave only 
footprints”—are words to live by, and 
not only during your visit.

�

WATCH (AND EAT) AS 
THE BOATS UNLOAD 
THEIR DAILY CATCHES AT 
GOSMAN’S DOCK

500 West Lake Drive, Montauk

THINGS TO DO: Enjoy fresh seafood 
and absorb picturesque views as your 
children delight in watching fishing 
boats unload their hauls.

HOURS: Call restaurant for hours. It is 
best to watch hands unloading fish in 
summer.

COST: Varies with appetite.

Situated at the mouth of Lake Montauk 
and opposite Montauk County Park, 
Gosman’s Dock offers the perfect 
vantage point to watch all of the 
comings and goings on the water, 
and kick back for a few hours after a 
grueling day at the beach. Gosman’s 
offers the perfect mix—entertainment 
for adults, in the form of fresh seafood 
and libations, as well as for their 
children. So, kick back, order a dozen 
little necks and a cold beer, and watch 
as fishermen show off their spoils after 
a fruitful day on the ocean.

�
DIP A LINE OR CLIMB 
SOME ROCKS AT THE 
SHINNECOCK INLET 
JETTY

Dune Road, Hampton Bays

THINGS TO DO: Fish for striped bass 
and other species that prefer to gather 
near rocks, carefully navigate the 
boulders that make up the jetty.

HOURS: Whenever you want, though 
it’s probably best to stop by during the 
day and in calm weather (at least for 
the rock climbing).

COST: Free.

Though the Hamptons boasts world-
class beaches, children can only jump 
waves or build sandcastles for so long. 
The jetty is a great place to fish for 
striped bass, blues, fluke, blackfish, 
porgies and other species, depending 
on the season. It’s also a perfect 
destination for older children who are 
light on their toes and eager to take on 
some rougher terrain.

�

children adore ducks.

A BETTER-KNOWN FACT: 
Bigger is BETTER is a rule among 
children.

The Big Duck in Flanders.

The Quogue Wildlife Refuge
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STOP IN AT THE SOUTH 
FORK NATURAL HISTORY 
MUSEUM AND NATURE 
CENTER

377 Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike, 
Bridgehampton

THINGS TO DO: Tour scientifically 
accurate galleries, gaze upon oversized 
photo murals of landscapes, gently 
caress critters in the marine touch tank, 
tour gardens, walk trails.

HOURS: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., seven days 
a week. (Free admission from 4 to 5 
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.)

COST: Museum only: $10 for adults; 
$7.50 for children (3-12); free for 
members. Museum and program 
admission: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children (3-12).

Many who visit the Children’s Museum 
of the East End also make a prolonged 
pit stop across the street. The South 
Fork Natural History Museum and 
Nature Center—or “SoFo” for short—
is another must-hit destination as 
the South Fork’s only natural history 
museum. Visitors can tour galleries 
featuring live and re-created natural 
habitats, and explore the grounds, 
which feature butterfly and wildflower 
gardens, an educational pond, and 
assorted woods and wetlands. The 
marine touch tank is a popular stop 
for children, as they can hold sea 
stars, crabs and other marine life. The 
more adventurous can explore the 
neighboring 40-acre Vineyard Field 
Preserve, or walk the 6-mile trail system 
of the adjoining Long Island Greenbelt.

TOUR THE GROUNDS OF 
THE QUOGUE WILDLIFE 
REFUGE
3 Old Country Road, Quogue

THINGS TO DO: Visit the outdoor 
wildlife complex and nature center, 
observe an assortment of animals in 
their natural habitat, gaze upon Old Ice 
Pond. 

HOURS: Trails and outdoor wildlife 
complex are open from sunrise to 
sunset, seven days a week; nature 
center building is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays.

COST: Free.

Though it does not sit upon a peninsula 
like its Noyac counterpart, the 300-
acre Quogue Wildlife Refuge boasts 
seven miles of walking trails, providing 
visitors with scenic views of the woods, 
tidal wetlands and Old Ice Pond. The 
outdoor wildlife complex boasts an 
assortment of rehabilitated animals, 
including falcons, foxes and owls, 
while the nature center houses an 
assortment of wildlife exhibits, a nature 
library and a gift shop. Visitors can cool 
off, or warm their toes (depending on 
the season), in the center. which offers 
a spectacular view of Old Ice Pond. 
Recent upgrades to the boardwalk 
overlooking Quantuck Creek only 
enhance the experience. The refuge 
offers a variety of special events, 
depending on the season.

� �

Long Island Aquarium in Riverhead.

The Children’s Museum of the East End in Bridgehampton.

June 24-August 26

Junior Sailing Camp

Est. 1988

Br
eakwater Yacht Club

C

o
m

m
u n i t y  S a i l i n g  C e n

t e
r

Breakwater Yacht Club located at 51 Bay Street, Sag Harbor. For more information, 
please contact Sailing Director Sean Elliott, sailingdirector@breakwateryc.org,  
or call 631-725-4604. Visit breakwateryc.org for more details.

$ Half Day & Full Day Options
$ Beginner & Intermediate Levels
$ starting at $395
$ sign up for one week or the whole month



a
p

r
il

 1
0

 &
 1

1,
 2

0
19

  T
H

E
 p

r
E

S
S

 N
E

W
S

 G
r

O
U

p
   

26

teSt the wAteRS At the 
Long ISLAnD AqUARIUM
431 East Main Street, Riverhead

thIngS to Do: Swim with the fishes 
and sharks! Visitors can enjoy many 
interior and exterior exhibits, as well as 
interactive adventures centered on all 
forms of sea life.

hoURS: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days 
a week.

coSt: General Admission: $22.50 for 
children (3-12); $29.50 for adults; and 
$25.50 for senior citizens (62 and over). 
Group rates also available.

Though it boasts a popular African 
penguin exhibit, a noisy and colorful 
bird aviary, and an outdoor sea lion 
show that should not be missed, the 
Long Island Aquarium’s centerpiece 
is its impressive 120,000-gallon shark 
tank. For an extra fee, the daring can 
even submerge themselves in a cage 
and observe the prehistoric beasts in 
their own habitat. 

tAKe A SPIn on 
gReenPoRt’S AntIqUe 
cARoUSeL

115 Front Street, Greenport

thIngS to Do: Take a spin on a 
100-year-old carousel! Duh!

hoURS: Hours vary depending on 
season, and will make your head 

spin! Visit www.villageofgreenport.org/
carousel-greenport-village.php for all 
days and times.

coSt: $2 per ride.

No visit to the Greenport waterfront is 
complete without taking a spin, or three, 
on the village’s restored 100-year-old 
carousel. The carousel is enclosed in a 
glass building, providing protection from 
the elements on those so-so weather 
days. Your reasonable fee covers a 
roughly three-minute spin on a piece of 
moving history. This is a must-stop.

gReenPoRt RoLLeR 
SKAtIng RInK
102 3rd Street, Greenport (Greenport 

American Legion)

thIngS to Do: Lace ’em up and 
skate!

hoURS: Updated daily. Visit 
greenportamericanlegion.org/george-d-
costello-sr-memorial-skating-rink.html 
for schedule.

coSt: Admission is $5; Skate rental is 
$5 (both are cash only).

Another venue that should appeal to 
parents looking to relive the “glory days” 
of their youth is Greenport’s rink, a 
great place to introduce your kids to the 
wonders of roller skating in a controlled 
environment. Cash only.

❶

❷

❸

MUSICAL THEATRE CAMP FOR AGES 6-14

ROBINSON CRUSOE  JULY 8 - 12

AGES 5 & 6

PRACTICALLY PERFECT PLAYERS  JULY 15 - 18

MUSICAL THEATRE CAMP FOR AGES 6-14

PINOCCHIO  JULY 22 - 26

TWEEN THEATRE TROUPE FOR AGES 9 - 11

CIRQUE DU SABOTAGE  JULY 29 - AUGUST 1

AGES 10+

CAMP BROADWAY AUGUST 5 - 9

MUSICAL THEATRE CAMP FOR AGES 6-14

SNOW WHITE  AUGUST 12 - 16

BALLET CAMP FOR AGES 5-17

ALICE IN WONDERLAND AUGUST 19 - 23

FOR AGES 13 – 17 

MASTER CLASSES JULY 15, 22, 29 & AUGUST 12

SUMMER 
CAMPS

For more information and to enroll 
please visit www.whbpac.org or call (631) 288-2350 x112

ALL CAMPS CONCLUDE WITH A 
FULL SCALE PERFORMANCE ON THE MAIN STAGE! 

ROLLER 
SKATING

Check our website
for up-to-date schedule:

GreenportAmericanLegion.org
$5 Admission

$5 Skate Rental

PRIVATE PARTIES
OPEN YEAR ROUND

ROLLER SKATING
Check our website
for up-to-date schedule
greenportamericanlegion.org

$5 Admission/$5 Skate Rental 

PRIVATE PARTIES
OPEN YEAR ROUND

3 MoRe StoPS
on the noRth foRK
Those parents who are willing to travel a bit should be sure to hit these three North 
Fork destinations before their children turn double-digits.


