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Mischia Taylor, dean of Gardner-Webb University’s
Godbold School of Business, explains that the lack
of an MBA, or a master’s degree in a related business
field, often hinders even experienced executives.
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On the fence about the value of earning an MBA? A survey of
nearly 11,000 business graduate school alumni polled last year
offers insight. Ninety-three percent told the Graduate
Management Admissions Council that they do not regret their
decision to pursue a post-graduate education. The experience
made them stronger leaders in their respective fields, allowed
them to secure promotions and pull down higher salaries.

Mischia Taylor, dean of Gardner-Webb University’s Godbold
School of Business, says she is not surprised by the feedback. “At
one point having a four-year degree was needed to get anything
beyond an entry-level job,” Taylor says. “Now, because there are
so many different types of jobs, it is almost necessary to have a graduate degree to get anything
beyond an entry-level position.”

She explains that the lack of an MBA, or a master’s degree in a related business field, often hinders
even experienced executives. Their undergraduate education places an invisible cap on their careers
and, as a direct result, their income. In contrast, MBA graduates employed by U.S-based companies
earned a median starting base salary of $105,000 in 2018, according to the Graduate Management
Admissions Council. And those only three years removed from an MBA program earned an average of
$142,000 in 2017, a 12 percent increase from 2014, according to The Financial Times.
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Raising the minimum requirement

But a desire to earn more money is no longer the only requirement for those looking to career
advancement. Taylor, who earned her MBA from Gardner-Webb, notes that there are a growing
number of administration jobs, especially in the healthcare industry, in which an MBA or a similar
degree is mandatory.

“The lack of a graduate degree has held people back,” says Taylor. “There are only so many places you
can go without one.”

One of the two dual majors offered at Gardner-Webb University — business and nursing — caters to
those interested in advancing in healthcare management. It provides administrators with the financial
and economic skills they’ll need to run a medical office or open their own clinic one day. The
University’s other dual major honors its Christian roots by blending the fields of business and divinity
and is designed to guide those entering pastoral work.

“A lot of those interested in entering the ministry don’t have any business background,” Taylor says.
“And running a church requires business-type skills.”

Gardner-Webb administrators are also mapping out different graduate programs that would allow
students to simultaneously earn their MBA and certification in a targeted field, such as marketing,
financial management, or human resources. Taylor explains that a traditional MBA might not be the
best fit for students who have specific personal goals, such as working as a financial analyst. Those
individuals would be better off pursuing their master’s degree in wealth and trust management, she
says.

Graduate students have many options, which is why it is critical for them to have a good idea of the
end goal before they register for a program. “If you’re on any business-related path or avenue, getting
your MBA will help you achieve career growth,” Taylor says. “If you want to be a financial analyst, or
want to advance your career in the field, then we have classes that we can offer beyond that MBA.”

The metamorphosis of the MBA

Before designing its new online MBA program that debuted in January 2019, Gardner-Webb asked
potential students what they desired from such an initiative. Taylor says many shared that they wanted
to earn their MBA as fast as possible so they could start working, while others needed the degree
quickly so they could secure a promotion. The solution involved taking the school’s traditional MBA
program, which typically requires the completion of 10 classes over two years, and compacting things
so students can secure their degrees in less than a year.

Twenty-eight students are now enrolled in Gardner-Webb University’s 10-month MBA program, with
another seven or eight ready to sign once open enrollment resumes in March, according to Taylor. The
students, a mix of recent college graduates and executives looking to bolster their resumes, must
complete two classes every eight weeks, which is half the length of a traditional semester. To counter
the influx of information that students must absorb on an accelerated schedule, designers purposely
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capped the program at two classes per semester.

Noting that they learn at different paces, Taylor strongly suggests that students set aside a good
portion of their weekends, as well as a few weeknights, to meet their course goals. She also points out
that due to the accelerated schedule, students are afforded no breaks in between semesters.

“You finish one class on a Sunday, and you’re enrolling for the next one on a Monday,” Taylor says. “I’m
not going to lie — it’s a lot of work. It’s not for the faint of heart. But if you are the type of individual
who wants to get in and get out … and take the 10 months to really focus a lot of your energy, you’ll be
very successful.

Still, Taylor says that the 10-month online MBA is not for everyone. She suggests that those interested
in earning their degree at a less-demanding pace can always take a class or two per semester —
online, at the main campus or at their satellite campus in Charlotte — noting that they have up to five
years to finish the curriculum.

“Having an MBA, or a graduate degree of some sort, sets up an individual to have the opportunity to
advance in their jobs, in their career paths,” Taylor says. “It also sets them up to earn a higher salary,
and really opens doors of opportunity that weren’t there before.”

Learn more about Gardner-Webb’s 10-month MBA program for active professionals.

Gardner-Webb University has steadily grown its academic programs, student body, physical campus,
online offerings, and community relationships to become a nationally-recognized leader in Christian
higher education. It is located in Boiling Springs, North Carolina.
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